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 Paul George had been waiting for this for a long time. Waiting for a chance to redeem 

himself as a member of the USA Men’s Basketball Team. He played in the Rio Olympics this 

year and had a great experience playing basketball with the rest of Team USA. His hard work 

has really paid off, not just in the Olympic Games, but throughout his whole career. George is 

rapidly becoming a star and has found great success playing basketball. 

 George was born in Palmdale, California in 1990. Growing up, he did not have a whole 

lot to do other than to play basketball in his school’s gym. He was almost always there, all day 

long, just trying to keep himself busy and improve his skills for the game he loved. George and 

his friends loved the game of basketball even when they were young, so they did whatever they 

could to get better. George played basketball at Pete Knight High School and had a lot of 

success. After that, he attended Fresno State University, where he played basketball for two 

years before being drafted by the Indiana Pacers in 2010. He played well in college and averaged 

about 15 points per game over his whole college career. 

As a member of the Indiana Pacers, George is having success. He has been playing with 

Indiana his whole NBA career. He is the heart and soul of that team as they look to him 

whenever things seem to be going wrong, and the majority of the time, he makes something 

special happen. Last season, he was the team’s leading scorer. Even though he has always been a 
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good scorer, he has played even better over the last two years. This success even allowed him to 

make the Eastern Conference All-Star Team this season, where he led the team in points. He has 

found a lot of success in the NBA and is beginning, if he has not already, to rise to stardom.  

 Injury has been a big part of his career. George was selected to play on the national team 

during the summer of 2014. Things seemed to be going well for George in the team’s exhibition 

game. Things did not stay that way for very long, however, as the opposing team got the ball and 

ran out on a fast break. George had no choice but to try to block the fast break layup, but as he 

was doing this, a tragedy struck. George’s lower leg was snapped. George was forced to sit out 

during the rest of the team’s games. He had to sit on the bench and watch the rest of the team 

represent our country for the rest of that summer. He wanted to be out on that court with that 

team. He set a goal for himself and worked so hard to accomplish what he was able to do. Paul 

George ended up having a great basketball experience in Rio. He, and the rest of the team, 

brought home the gold medal in men’s basketball. George has given himself, and arguably the 

whole county, something to be proud of. 

 George has put in a lot of work to get to where he is today. That gruesome leg injury 

would have been a major setback for anyone. He could have very easily given up and taken the 

easy way out, but that is not his style. He gave himself a solid second chance and became a very 

successful Olympian. He is not just any Olympian now, but a gold medalist. Also, it takes a huge 

amount of work just to get into the NBA at all. All of the time he spent in the gym when he was 

young and all of the hard work he has been putting in throughout his whole career was what 

allowed him to become such a great player. Paul George is having an extremely successful career 

and is becoming one of the greatest to ever play for the Indiana Pacers. There is no doubt that his 

hard work is making all of the difference. 
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